Home Blessing
The Meaning of the Home Blessing Inscription

The inscription typically follows the pattern 20 + C + M+ B + 26 for the year 2026.

* The 20 and 26 are for the current year.
* The + signs represent the cross.
* The letters C, M, and B have two meanings:
o They are the initials of the traditional names of the Magi (the three wise men):
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar.

o They also stand for the Latin phrase Christus mansionem benedicat, which
means "May Christ bless this house".

How to Perform the Blessing

The blessing is typically done on or around the Feast of the Epiphany (traditionally January 6th,
but celebrated on the Sunday between January 2nd and 8th in the U.S.). While a priest may
bless the chalk at Mass, a layperson can perform the home blessing itself.

Materials Needed:

* A piece of chalk (any color is fine, but white is traditional).
* Holy water (optional, but encouraged).

Steps for the Blessing:

1. Gather: Assemble your household members at the front door.
Pray: Start with an opening prayer. A simple option is: "Peace be to this house and to all
who dwell here, in the name of the Lord".

3. Read Scripture: Read a passage such as Matthew 2:1-12, which tells the story of the
Magi visiting Jesus.

4. Inscribe: Using the blessed chalk, a family member (often the head of household or
children taking turns) writes the inscription on the lintel (the crossbeam above the
door).

5. Recite Prayers: As you write, or after completing the inscription, a leader can say a
prayer of blessing.

1. Leader: "Lord our God, bless this household. May we be blessed with health, goodness

of heart, gentleness, and the keeping of your law. We give thanks to you, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, now and forever".



2. A//:"Amen".

6. Conclude: Sprinkle the doorway or the home's rooms with holy water (if available) and
offer a final prayer, such as: "May Christ Jesus dwell with us, keep us from all harm, and
make us one in mind and heart, now and forever. Amen".

The inscription is left on the door all year as a visible sign of faith and a reminder to all who
enter that the home is a place of Christian hospitality and a "house of the Lord". The full, official
blessing rite can be found on the USCCB website.



